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REMARKS 

Subsequent to entry of the preceding amendments, claims 6-9 are presently pending in 
this application. By this Amendment, claim 6 is amended and new independent claim 9 is added. 

The rejections of claims 6-8 in view of Mirtain are respectfully traversed based on the 
foregoing amendments. 

Claim 6 is amended to recite the cushion rubber, its shape and position, which is shown, 
by way of example only, in the preferred embodiment of Fig. 7 - see element 31. Mirtain clearly 
neither teaches nor suggests the combination of features recited in claim 6, and thus claims 6-8 
are believed to be allowable. 

New independent claim 9 includes the same feature (i.e., the cushion rubber) added to 
claim 6, and additionally recites a minimum-width belt layer and its positioning relative to the 
other claimed elements. This minimum-width belt layer is shown, by way of example only, in 
the preferred embodiment of Figs. 7 and 8 - see element 27. Mirtain clearly neither teaches nor 
suggests the combination of features recited in claim 9, and thus claim 9 is believed to be 
allowable. 

In summary then, claims 6-9 are all the pending claims, and these claims are believed to 
be clearly allowable. Consequently, Applicant respectfully requests that this application be 
passed to issue at the earliest possible time. 
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If any points remain in issue that the Examiner feels may be best resolved through a 
personal or telephonic interview, she is kindly requested to contact the undersigned attorney at 
the local telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees (except the 
Issue/Publication Fees) to our Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any over- 
payments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 

Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



Steven M. Gruskin 
Registration No. 36,818 



WASHINGTON OFHCE 



23373 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: May 31, 2005 
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